
Parent Forum Agenda 

Finberry Primary School 

13:00 Wednesday 14th September 2022 

Item 
No.  

Item  Minutes  Action Points  Action by 
wn/aho  

  
1  

Welcome  
  
Meeting 
Opened at:   
  
  
Present: SR/ VC 
 

Present: - Nicholas Street , Joanne Colao, Leoni Baker, Serena 
Stoppato 
 
Vicki Coleman, PSA. 
 
SR, Head of School – A very warm welcome to everyone, thank you 
for taking the time to join us today, your opinions are very valuable 
to us, to ensure that we are getting every thing right for our 
children.  
 
 

n/a 
Mr Street asked about WEDUC syncing with 
google calendar. 

Mrs Risley to 
feedback to 
IT team. 

2  Apologies for 
Absence  

n/a     

3  Meeting Focus: 
Trust Vision  

The children use devices in school to enhance their learning 
opportunities and experiences, If your child was able to bring home 
a device, do you think that would help their learning? Does your 
child enjoy learning at home? What are your views on homework? 

  

4.  Board of  
Directors -  
If your child was 
able to bring 
home a device, 
do you think that 
would help their 
learning? Does 
your child enjoy 

• 26 responses from WEDUC 
• Question 1: Mrs C – Not in favour, concerned around screen time.  

Accountability for homework. ipad being the only resource.  
Miss B – concerned around iPad becoming easy option with basics and 
spellings.  
Mrs Risley reassured parents about the ability to turn off spellcheck etc. ipads 
are to support learning not to be the only source of learning.  
Promotion of individualised/ personalised learning (additional support).  
Assessments continue without ipads.  

Feedback on resistant film on ipad  
 
Discuss making home learning more 
creative/ physical in teacher briefing. 
Involving parents/ carers 
 
Encouraging home reading – teacher 
briefing  

Miss Barry 
 
 
Mrs Risley  
 



learning at 
home? What are 
your views on 
homework? 

• Do the children still use books? Miss B voiced concerns about handwriting 
needs. Mrs Risley promotes fine motor skills with digital ink.  
Miss B and Mrs C voiced concerns over challenges with handwriting i.e SATS 
Mr Street discusses research and supports embracing technology for work. 
Mrs Risley stated that SATS results were above national average. SEN vast 
increase in ability and productivity. Bespoke options.   

• Question 2 – Mrs C discusses ipad at school for learning at home for reward 
time. Making home learning more practical/ explorative.  

• Mrs Risley questions about reading at home – Leoni encourages 20 minutes 
of reading at home, going to buy books. Mr Street admits that in their house 
it is something they need to encourage more.  

• Mrs Risley summarises the parent forum discussion. 
• Home learning that is too large to download – can cause issues.  Home 

learning to be uploaded earlier on a Friday for the weekend.  

“Reading is the key that opens the door” 
 
 
Mentioning to class teachers about large 
documents that parents may not be able to 
download on their phones (earlier upload 
on a Friday) 
 
 
 
 
 

6  AOB  -  
 

n/a  Mrs Coleman to send out teams invite for 
parent forum term 2 with agenda. 

Mrs Coleman 

  
 
Please see below results from parent questionnaire WEDUC: 
 
Question 1: 

The use of technology and flexible seating arrangements in each class have really helped all 
children to feel included.  
Yes due to 2 children, one device at home.  
100% she in year one trying to get her to do work books or any learning activity she is not 
bothered but when I allow her to have my phone to play learning apps she puts all her effort in 
Yes 
Yes  
Yes.  
Yes 
Yes 
No, I prefer he didn't have one.  



Not in the early years.  Using opportunities around the home and out and about feel more 
appropriate, and link better into showing them how their learning relates to real world activities. 
Yes 
Yes. 
Yes. 
Not really as we have devices at home that are used for fun things at times.  
Yes 
Yes 
No, we have access to a device 
Yes, I believe if used in the right way, technology can have huge benefits to children's learning 
both in school and at home. 
Yes, reading books are now shared via an app but we only have a mobile to read them on so we 
end up not reading the books he should. 
Yes 
I’m really worried about too much screen time, I think he would just use it to access games and he 
is better with tech than I am. I’d worry about damage too. 
Yes 
Yes, definitely. The continuity of learning at school and being able to carry on the same at home 
would make it a lot easier  
No 
No 
Yes 

 
Question 2: 

 
One does.  
One doesn’t. 
Yes and no she gets easily distracted I find things are better online but she has not got a device 
she can only use my phone only when not in use  
No 



No 
Sometimes.  
Not always has to be on their terms  
Very much so 
He is less likely to want to learn at home as he is tired from learning at school. However we do try 
to read each day. 
If it's not presented as homework, or we must do this then yes - activities that we can link in with 
play go down well.  When it's presented as we have to do this (for example, it's only visible on a 
sunday afternoon and thats the only time available to complete it) there is a lot of pushback. 
Sometimes if it’s presented not as ‘homework’  
Yes. 
Yes. 
No, home is his fun place so trying to learn at home is very hard.  
Yes 
Sometimes 
Occasionally!  
Yes, although only just starting her school journey, she loves learning at home. 
Not homework but non school learning he enjoys. 
No 
No, it’s really difficult. He loves reading but other than that, no.  
Yes 
Yes, very much so  
Yes 
No 
Yes 

 
Question 3:  
  



Based on previous years. Homework has always been a manageable amount to not take over the 
whole weekend. And been easily completed due to being based on that weeks learning.  
Love to get more try to get her to do more learning at home and it be nice to see what she be 
learning  
Dependant on which year they are in it differs. My daughter is in year 1 and It’s a challenge with 
homework as they are exhausted from school when they come in. They want to sit and relax and 
talk to me.  
A little is ok   
I don’t think it’s necessary for primary school. Particularly those in year 3 or below.  
For younger children I don’t feel it’s beneficial as it can be challenging to ask a younger child to do 
at the weekend when they are not in school mode for older children year 5 and 6 believe it’s 
important to prepare them for secondary school. 
Agree that it should be issued 
There are better resources at school and group work also has benefits  
It needs to be visible ahead of time - with children in wrap around care the opportunities at home 
to fit it in are limited to the weekend.  I think it's a valuable addition to the inschool learning, but 
parents need time to prepare and plan it in. 
Mixed. There needs to be less pressure in early years & key stage 1 
We would definitely like it! 
We would definitely like it! 
I don't think the younger years should have to have homework. 
Home activities are fine but should be kept to a minimum so in reception  
Helps to reduce screen time and also occupy them 
I find it harder to remind them to do it now I do t have a physical copy. They also always tell me 
that they do it at school which I can only assume is true as their class teachers have never told me 
that they don’t do it! I don’t enjoy creative homework, especially if they come home as a weekend 
task.   
As a teacher and parent, I feel homework is not always necessary. I believe spellings, timetables 
and reading should happen weekly but that is a sufficient amount for homework.  
Need to be set on a Monday to be in the following Monday. Sharing over the weekend to be in on 
Monday is not sufficient. Also seems a lot of reading and homework. Please share reading in 



physical books not tablet form. And other homework it would be good to do phonics and maths 
type sheet for each so the child can see e.g ten questions to answer 
Needs to be adapted to the child  
Honestly, I find it so stressful to coordinate around family life & last year, we couldn’t access 
onenote at home at all as it said he was logged in elsewhere 
Very helpful as it consolidates the learning from school.  
It’s good to see what they’re up to at school and OneNote is great as you’re able to see what 
they’ve been doing. Homework is good to also work together 
Need to be told about homework in good time. Seems to be the case we receive homework on 
the Saturday morning which is too late. 
Weekends are short as are evenings when you are full time working parents. Time is limited and 
having to fit in homework is not easy. I would prefer it if it wasn’t something expected at home  
They good but should not be to much  

 


